
 

  

 

TOWNSHIP   
TITTABAWASSEE  

NEWSLETTER  Winter 2010  

 

Fire Chief  Philip Shaver  

Receives Award 

  Tittabawassee Township 

Fire Chief, Philip Shaver, 

was awarded the Saginaw 

County Fire Chiefs 

Association Presidents 

Award. This was in  

recogni t ion for  his 

continued passion and hard 

work that he has done to 

help the fire departments of 

Saginaw County in the year 

2009. 

     T h i s  h o n o r  was 

presented by the President 

of the Fire Chiefs Association, which is currently Alan 

Malesky of Kochville Fire Department.   

       Chief Shaver received this award in reference to 

all his work to organize a county-wide scene 

accountability program that is required by all federal 

and state mandates (OSHA, MIOSHA, USDHS). 

        Congratulations Chief Shaver, Tittabawassee 

Township is very fortunate to have you as our Fire 

Chief.  We appreciate your dedication and hard work.   

Thank you!   

The Newsletter is now available on line at 

www.tittabawassee.org.   

 

You may also request to have  

the  Newsletter e-mailed to you 

 at twpoffice@chartermi.net  

or  

call 695-9512 if you would  

like a copy mailed to your home. 

  On December 21st of 2009, the Fire 

Department held its annual awards banquet. The 

following fire fighters were recognized for their 

commitment to the community. 

 

Lt./EMT Jeffery Diechman 

 The Appreciation and Recognition Award 

presented for dedication to continuing his education in 

the fire service, providing a vehicle maintenance 

program for the department, assisting with community 

programs, and his willingness to help educate the 

department while assisting in department training. 

 

Lt./MFR Dan Martin  

 The Appreciation and Recognition Award 

presented for appreciation for his commitment to the 

fire service through assisting with community 

programs, assisting with department training, and 

excellent patient care and handling as a Medical First 

Responder.  

 

Firefighter/EMT Joe Laking  

 5 Years of Service Award and Firefighter of 

the Year Award presented for personnel dedication, 

and willing to do extra help with community programs. 

 

Matt Bell  
 10 Years of Service Award 

 

Lt./EMT Mike Underwood  

 10 years of service and Fire Officer of the Year 

Award presented for the willingness to take on 

responsibilities, and unselfishness dedication to 

community programs. 

 

Congratulations and thank you!! 

Fire Department Recognizes 

Fire Fighters at Annual Banquet  
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Local Donor Site for Blood Drive  

Look for the 2010 Census Form in the Mail    

      The U.S. Census counts every resident in the United States, and is required 

by the Constitution to take place every 10 years. When you do the math, it's 

easy to see what an accurate count of residents can do for our community. In 

fact, the information the census collects helps to determine how more than 

$400 billion dollars of federal funding each year is spent on infrastructure and 

services like:  

  Hospitals  Job training centers  Schools   

  Senior centers  Emergency services  School lunch programs 

  Bridges, tunnels and other-public works projects 

  

 The data collected by the census also determines the number of seats our state has in the U.S. 

House of Representatives. 

 In March of 2010, census forms will be delivered to every residence in the United States and 

Puerto Rico. The form package will consist of the initial form, a cover letter and a return envelope.  It 

will be delivered between March 15th and March 17th.  When you receive it, just answer the ten (10) 

short questions and then mail the form back in the postage-paid envelope provided. If you don't mail the 

form back, you may receive a visit from a census taker, who will ask you the questions from the form. 

 The Census form is one of the shortest forms in history - 10 Questions in 10 Minutes.   Please 

take the time to fill it out and mail the form back.  The Census Bureau would rather get your form back 

in the mail and you can help save money by sending it back.  Ideally, all forms should be returned by 

Census Day on April 1, 2010.  Census workers will visit households that do not return form to take a 

count in person.   

 Your participation in the Census is required by law.  Any personal data you provide is protected 

under federal law.  The Census Bureau depends on your cooperation and trust, and promise to protect 

the confidentiality of your information. Title 13 of the U.S. Code protects the confidentiality of all your 

information and violating this law is a crime with severe penalties. In addition, other federal laws, 

including the Confidential Statistical Efficiency Act and the Privacy Act reinforce these protections. 

 In cooperation with Michigan Blood, Tittabawassee Township has offered the Memorial Park 

Building, located at 150 Park Street, as a local donor site for area blood drives.  The first blood drive 

was held on January 18th and had a very good response.  There are scheduled blood drives through 

2010 at the Memorial Park Building from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on the following dates: 

 

   March 15th   May 17th    July 19th    September 20th November 15th 

 

This life saving effort makes a difference to the two (2) million people in communities served by 

Michigan Blood across the state.    

Mark your calendar for the 25th Annual Walleye Festival !!! 

April 23, 24 & 25th!!   

http://2010.census.gov/2010census/how/census-taker.php
http://2010.census.gov/2010census/how/interactive-form.php
http://2010.census.gov/2010census/privacy/index.php
http://2010.census.gov/2010census/privacy/index.php
javascript:void(0);
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 The Tittabawassee Township Historical Society 

(TTHS) is always looking for ways to keep our history 

alive.  TTHS is currently working on several projects 

that may be of interest to current, past and future 

township residents.  Soon to be completed is the 

township cemetery project with information from all of 

the township cemeteries.  This information has been 

compiled and will be available in CD and book form. 

 Currently in the works, is a township history 

project from 1950 to present.  Businesses and 

individuals that have played a role in the township 

during this time will be contacted to provide 

information for a publication.   Some information has 

been received but a second mailing will be sent.  This 

should be a good, comprehensive publication and a 

resource not only for those who live in the township, but 

also for new township residents and people looking to 

move into the township.   

 The Historical Society has a goal to find a place 

to house all of itôs information and artifacts.  The 

possibility of establishing a township museum is being 

discussed and a location is being investigated.  

Currently, the only available display of Tittabawassee 

Township history memorabilia is in the Township 

Administration Office.   

 Please contact Lynn Olson at 989-573-0707 if 

you have any questions, pictures or artifacts from 

township history that you may wish to share or donate.  

Please call if you would like to attend a meeting; new 

members and guests are always welcome. 

 Another year has passed; hopefully everyone 

had a wonderful holiday season.  Now is the time 

that everybody is making New Yearôs resolutions.   

Please make a resolution to keep your home safe by 

checking your smoke detectors and keeping your 

heating equipment clean. 

 Besides maintaining your smoke detectors, it 

is equally important through the winter heating 

months to maintain your CO detector if you have 

one. Most monitors are only good for 3 to 5 years 

after which small particles can begin to collect in the 

monitor which makes it give false readings. Check 

the date on the detector and dispose of it when the 

manufacture recommends it.  Remember to change 

the batteries on your CO detector at the same time as 

your smoke detectors. If your CO detector goes off 

and you are not certain what to do, get out of the 

house and call 911. The fire department will assist 

you with your needs. CO poisoning can give off the 

same symptoms as the flu, so when in doubt call 911. 

 The Fire Department finished the year with 

408 calls; this is down from last year which was 469. 

Thank you for being safe and keeping your homes 

fire safe. 

Lots of Fun on the Sled Hill!!!! 

 Now that the winter 

weather is here, please keep your 

s idewalks  shove led  fo r 

pedestrians.  Per the ñsidewalkò 

ordinance, sidewalks are to be 

kept clear of snow, ice, vehicles 

or anything that obstructs the use 

of sidewalks.  Driveway 

approaches should be kept clear also.    

 The Fire Department would also appreciate 

residents keeping the snow cleared away from around 

fire hydrants in front of their homes.  This of course 

saves precious time in an emergency. 

 Snow machines are to be operated in 

compliance with Michigan law.  Please do not operate 

these vehicles in unauthorized areas.  For more 

information regarding snowmobile regulations, you 

may go to www.michigan.gov/dnr.       

A Few Winter Reminders 

      The Tittabawassee Township 

Park is very busy during the 

summer months, but the last 

couple of years you can also see the 

local children and their parents 

make good use of the snow hill 

during the winter as well.   

  It is so nice to have a fun, outdoor activity for 

the family to enjoy together right in our own ñback 

yardò (and free!!)   Grab your sled, saucer, toboggan or 

snow board and head over to the Park for some good 

winter fun!! 

Tittabawassee Township Historical Society                                                                                                                                                                           News from the Fire Department                                                                                                                                                                          
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5690 Midland Road 
Freeland, MI 48623 

Phone: (989) 695-2000 
www.freeland-sportszone.com 

The addition has begun! 
December 2009  

 The Freeland SportsZone began construction to expand 

the 66,000 square foot recreation facility. The expansion will 

add 5,400 additional square feet to the workout room making 

way for more cardiovascular equipment, weights and weight 

machines. Construction should be complete in the Summer of 

2010. In late fall of 2009, the SportsZone also began 

construction of additional outdoor recreation areas including a 

baseball diamond, football, soccer and lacrosse fields. They will 

be ready for play in the summer of 2010.  

Expansion Underway  


